ELITE South West nthletes looking to veach the pinnacle of their chosen sportwill
- b given a financial boost followme the-announcement of a new sports IrusL pro-
2T,
South West Elite Athletes Incorporated was lwonched List Wednesday 1o assist
individual sportsinen and women who were forced to move from the South West
to reach intemationud zlor.
Professional tathlete brother and sister-anct former Newton Moore Senior
Hich Schiool students Ryvan and Ashlee Bailie weve numed the inavgural
ambassadors ol the program.
The panc moved o Wollongong i -New South Wales 1o chase ther
dreams of an elite toathlon cancer.
During Ausicatian winter, the truning continues: as they Ay 1o
Vioria in Spain (o mmntain peak physical condition,
Thesiblings said they weredelighted swath the funding which
give thesrm i sense ol sccurity.
“What we do s a-full-time job which limits our ability to cre-
ate ananeome™ Ashlee sad,

“Tt's amassive ol our shonlders o not worry where the jext
penny is coming from.”

 Ryan saic b had worked during his gap vear between schooling but
chewed throngh the funds very quickly.

“IC ol 1o the pomt where we couldn’t do it anymore,” he said.

“We would just lenp on to grants and apply for anything and anything
the money goes quick,” *

South West Elite Athletes Incorporated organiser and former neigh-
Boneof the siblings Tun Gibbs suidibe was inspired to create the fund
ifter e saw R}.m leave Bunbury 18 months ago.

“We thought he would be gong for six to eight weeks but he got i
Full-time spot o the sguad.” :
“When Ryvan went away. I knew his hardshap™ -
While tramning over easi and intermationally. the par shived @ sin

gle room and bd litfle fands a5 they chased their dream of

Olymipic competinon.

They endored 10-hour days of running, eyveling and swiniming)
sometimes flling into bed av 10pm only o repeat the process the
neat iy,

F

Week in the life of a

Mr Gibhs noted that byeomparison, elite individual sporispeople were

not supported i a similae way enjoyed by AFL players of uitiversity stu- Iriathlete
dents f b
34 3 : + B 30kmweekl
“We oy o (il the gap between the South West Sport Academy and elite L averagein pgui
spomsorship, ™ he said, B 300km weekly
“This allows them o reach their fall potential™ average on bike

Selected athletes will receive two years of financinl backing for twavel and
acomnmodation expenses on o needs-basis.
Mr Gibbs said the fund will look to support more athieies in the Tulure
with the support of further sponsors,
M See Sceddon. page 1.
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