Tennis

prodigy
to take on
the best

BUNBURY'S Louis Asser will be
carrying the flag for regional WA
when he competes for the State School
Boys Under 19 fenms team in Vicloria
nexl week.

e only rural player to be selected
in the exght-man team, Louis will this
Sarurday depart for Bendigo — about
150km north of Melbourne — (o com-
pete in the Pizzey Cup compelition
against other Australian stales

The tournament begins this week-
endand will pit the nation’s best young
talent against each other over nine days
of strenuous days that will see partici-
panis play singles and doubles games
for their State in the momings but also
do batile in a singles grand-slam style
open in the afternoons,

Lowis, 16, sad he was honoured 1o
be the State’s only country player in
the WA eam,

“1'm really proud, 1've been play-
ing soame good tenms and 1'm glad that
it"s paid off,”" he said.

“I'm really excited, 1 played two
tournaments in Melboumne a year ago
and I'm looking forward to going
hack.™

A Bunbury Catholic Collcge
student, Louis led his peers 1o victory
in Perth a fortnight ago at the Schools
Tennis Classic — the biggest partici-
pation iennis tournament in WAL

Despite having previously com-
peted mterstate in Adelaide m 2008,
Brisbane in 2009 and in Melbourne
last year, next week will mark Louis’
first official appearance for the WA St
ale team.

He admatied 10 being a hitle upsure
of exactly what 1o expect this time
around.

**1 maght know somie of the other
players from when 1 went away in
2008, T'm sure they'll be very good,'”
Liaxs said

**But other than that 1'm not really
sure.””

A South West Academy of Sport
athlete, Lowms made the State School-
boys team afier strong performances in
the round-robin selection irials last
momth and has been traaning more than
10 hovrs per week in the lead-up to the
ICrmament.

Tennis was this year indocted as one
of the Academy's four new pariner
sports and Louis said his brief time
there so far had been particularly ben-
eficial

“SWAS has been good, they coach
tennis bt also other stuff hike the men-
inl game and nutition,”” he said.




