Academy for our talented

young athletes launched

SWAS gives
football youth
extra avenues

By BEAU PEARSOHN

ACADEMY: Talented young aik-
letes will be given the opportaniny
o pursus their sporling dneams,
withowt having to ravel o Perth,
after the lounch of the South West
Academy ol Spot.

South. West  minkster  Mark
McCGowan was in Bunbury on
Friday Lo announce the academy
WS u:'-':rmy Ausstralian Rules
fonthall, soccer, hockey amd bas-
ketball in its Arst year of opera-
tioa

“They seem pretty natieral fits for
e South West™ he sadd

~There are a lod of greal spors
people from those fields whn have
come from the Soulk West.”

Mr MoGowan said the academy
wis an exciting development for
the region.

“The academy will provide eal
ented athlet=s tn foar spons with
the traning they require o follow
their dreams of competing at the
mext bevel withouni Ic.u.'ingshnmc_'
be sapd.

“We want to make sure peaple in
the country have the same oppor-
tumily s people in the city to
reach the highest levels in spor.”

While the acadery will imizizll
feature those four  sporis, Mr
MoGowan sadd (here was oppostu-
naty for growth

“In the fature we may be ahlz o
expand it ova inio other areas™ he
gaid.

“As 11 is we ane going 1o provide
sunpon for other Spors.

lan Telfer, Kevin Lynn, Rachel Hayter and Garry Chandler
representing basketball, Aussie Rules foatball, hockey and
socoer respactively.

Sowh West MLC Adele Farina
said inlenied mthbeies awho wens
nol catered for in the inktinl pare-
ner sports programs had nod been
forgotien.

“The Scuth West Academy of
Spen is sbout giving young peo-
ple the opportunity 1o parsee thelr
dreams, rogandiess of their chosen
=poet,” she said,

“The acadesy will offer up to 50
scholarships each yesr 1o wlented
people in a variety of spons so a5
many people a8 pesible can strive
towands thedr goale”

The State Government and South
Wit Development Commission
haws commitied almoss S250,000
townrd the South West Acsdemy
of Sparl.

The Griffin  Group  was
anmoanced as foondation parner
for the academy. together with
mssaciale  sponsors  Wonley
Alumina

“It’s great that bocal companies
and Businesses have coninibuted
the exrra funding for such a anique
and exciting infiatve for local
athlebes,™ Mr MoGownn sald,

By LEE-MAREE GALLD

FOOTBALL: LOCAL
footballers now have the
chance 1o [olkow in for-
mer Bonbury foothaller
Adam Hunder's fooisieps:
afier ' the sport was
nzmed a5 one of the four
tn be included af the
South West Academy of
Span.

South West Regional
Development  Council
chairman Kevin Lyna
welcomed the inclusion
and =aid il offered & new
and exciting dimension
for foatballing youths in
the region.

“It it a great opportumi=
1y for the aspiring foot-
ballers o be a part of,”
he sasl.

“Iestead of being foroed
o travel 1o Penb they
can stay a1 home  and

mogive elile coaching
anil oiher benefiis thal go
abong wilh the scadeny.”

Mr Lymn said he was
delighted foothall had
been named a5 one of the
sports &nd- althoagh it
was early days yet he
koped the elite program
wold be up aed ranming
by October,

“A high skills coach
will be employed 1o pro-
vide specialist and indi-
widual taining.” he said.

“And our expectation
with the scademy is that
it .will offer another
dimension such as mutri-
tion amnd Hife skills for the
players”

Mr Lynn also sad foot-
balkers would be soaroed
from Harvey throagh to
Pemberion,




