Rising stars to reap the
rewards of SW academy

B TRAE TUCHEN w1
A NEW em for South West
athletes has commenced follow-
ing the official launch of the
South West Academy of Sport on
Friday night.

The academy’s inaugural partner
SPOTiE Were announced by Olympian
Peter Watson during & galo fonction
ol lke Sanctuary Goll' Resort, with
Focthall, soccer, baskeiball and Boe-
key named 2= the first four sports o
FOCEIVE A BIMETNSEY.

Representatives from each spon
sail they wene delighted 0 be
imcluded among SWAS"s insugural
imiake, which will be the  flzsi
program of its kind in reghonal WA,

South: West  Minister Mark
MoGowan, whoe announced & funher
S100.000 funding for the program,
volead his suppoet for the concept
and said he was hopeful it would be
ralled out 1o other regional areas.

“I thizk the South West §s the
right place 1o stan and I also think
ke academy program is something
we will see. more of in regional
areas,” Mr MeGeowan said

*“Traditionally, young people pur-
suing o career in spon wouald have
been forced o spemid an enarmous
amoust of time mavelling between
Perih amd their home town, placing
cofslderable ssrain an fomilies.

**The academy will praovide tal-
enied athbeses in four spogts with the
trateing they requine o follow their
dreams of competing ab the next

leved without lesving their homes.™
Special goests and academy stake-
halders also atended  Friday's
lapmch, which included an inerview
with former Oiympic weightlifer
Joz Haydar.
Heme-grown hasketball star Mark

Warthingion, who was unable 1w
aizend the laanch due 1o hiz Beijing
Olympics  tmining  schedule, was
samed - patron of the  scademy’s
baskethall program.

Fu.-.dmg for the program has also
come from foundstbon perner The

Olympians Jo& Haydar (woightiifting 1864) and Valerie Mebville (athletics 1 Dﬁsjmnw their support for
the South West Academy of Sport on Friday night. ROTUSE wENAY LAM

Griffin Group and associale spons
sods Worsley Aluming and WIN
Televizioa.

The South Western Times & also
sponsaring the scademy amd will
feature regular updates of the acad-
emy's progress.



