SOUTH West Academy of Spon
scholarstup holder Shenae Peter-
son has bounced back from injury
— 1o become a risimg star among
Australia's pronusing hurdlers,
The talented and determined
| 5-year-old has wasted no tme
making an impression this
season, despite ankle damage
keeping her off the track Tor
mitich of last yvear.

“It"s been good to get back n

~loit agmin,”" Shenae said.

After putting in the hard vards
over Lhe past few months, Shenae
has clocked up the qualifving -
mes necessicy 1o compete al a

national level, and will soon
travel to Tasmama as partof Ath-
letics Australia’s prestigious Tar-
get Talem Progrum

The program provides a-devel-
opment pathwiy for the
country s best track and field ath-
letes and will see her fly to Hobart
m Februry fora national aining
camp.

“T'll hiave the opporunity 1o
train with National Hurdies
Centre coaches, and learn so
mch in a short amount of time,”*
Shenoe said.

While in Tasmania, Shenae
will also put herself 1o the testin

Doctor Waorld Cup paddiing ewant.

Academy head wins paddling crown

IT i gl just South West Academy
of Sport athletes who are banging
home gold — acudemy hosx:
Bermice Butlivn is proving 1o be a
champion m her own nghi

The chiel executive officer and
her hushand, Gary, won first place
in an intemational paddiing event
over the weekend

© The talented couple powered
through & gruelling 27 5km ocean
course between Rotinest Island

and Sorrento Beach to win the
mipxed doubles division of The
Doctor Word Cup event

Regaided as the Bigiest event
on the intemational ocean pad
dling calendar, the conlest at-
taeted moie than 275 surfski pad-
dliers, stand-up paddlecs and
oulriggers from uound the globe

Showing thei prowess onthe
witer, the Butlions not only wian
the mixed doubles division, but al-
sir placed second overall in the
double surlski category

Naotwithstanding their tri-
umphant win, Bernice said the
race had 113 challenges.

“Iwas downwind conditions,

the Briggs Athletes Classic, an
annual event which attracts a
strong field of entrants.

But the competition won't end
there for the champion hurdler.
She has the Australian Junior
Athletics Championships at Syd-
ney Olvmpic Park in March 1o
look forward (o, afier achicving
the necessary qualifving limes 1o
COMpPRE.

This scason has been o mem:
orable ane for Shenae, who has
s0 farclocked up six Bunbury
and Districts Little Athletics re-
cords, and three State Country
Championships records

South West Academy of Sport chiel srecutive Bamice Butlion with husband Gary aflar the couple earsied first place in the recent The

with the wind and g ocean swells
behind you, " she said.

““In conditions like that vow
harve o b techiically comect, 10
ol for novice racers, iy peaple
drop oul"

Experienced competitons, the
couple ftave proved a winning
team sincy they moved from South
Alrica and began vacing in pad
dling evenis in Western Aostialia

*Over the past vea: and o hati
we have Been competing intall the
surfsk tees i Perthuand Mindu
rabh aml we have won every nuxed

Teen hurdler thrilled
to be back on track =

Shenae puts her success down
1w hard work and thanked local
coaches Chris Nicholson and
Ponelle Machieniey and Perth
cosch Lyn Foreman for their
guidance

She also credited SWAS with
helping her 1o develo as an ath-
lete aff the tack when iy pre:
vented her [vom raiming or com-
peting.

“Thas 1s my secomnd vear with
SWAS and I have had terrific
support through the academy in
the fonm of dicticians, a Pilates
program and life balance ses-
sions,” she said.

double category o date,” Bemics
sanidl -

W fave absor Bad the honour
ol winning e Cupel Descent Tas!
weur Do vt the overall winmers
of the race by well as the winnems
ol the Mandursily Classe™

Bemice smid she hopres ber win
inspires SWAS athletes o achieve
Uiy sporting goals

“1 hape this demionstrates to
aur youngz athlefes that the dream
ol achieving in sport and life is
possible.” " she said.
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SWAS scholarship holder Creed MeTaggart has hes
hanoured with selection for the Australian junior surk
ing team. PICTURE COURTESY OF SURFRIG ALESTRALIL

Surfer makes
national team

GUN South West surfer Creed McTuggznt hascamed 3
spol inthe Avstralian team that will corpeie in the da-
Id juniorchampiosshipes i P!

His selection for the national team follows attend-
ance al-a selection compr at Suifing Australia’s high-
perforimance centre and sn outstanding pm-ﬁanme!
during the racent Amette Awdralian Juniot Surfing Tit-
les.

The South West Academy of Spod scholarshin
helder won the Under- 18 disdsion of Uae datiaoal s
1 December afier a spectavolar fast munge fo e vt

Comeng 1 second place o Matt Banting and wiha
minute remgining, McTaggant nanaged te catch s wave |
and carry oot two dazziiog aertal moves, booding bis)
points emough o claim the marional wle '

Mclaggautwas one of g 2d-strong field of surford
who were named in the 20 1 Travel SIM Aosiralia
Tuntor Surfing Team eartier this wonth, and will s
to Peru in May to comviest the Cuicksilver ISA Waild$
surfing Championships and defend Avaialia’s ux_wﬂi

Hthe, i

Inother SWAS surfing news, Tellow SWAS wholan ]
ship holder Mikacla Greepe was presented withia )
SI0.000 chague 1o help her Becoime a 1_}:*-3-!}%35#_“1:!'
surfer afler winming e Madison Effe Bache Live Yog
Dream competition
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