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Hickert revels in
Asian influence

SOUTH West Academy of Sport
basketballer Tyler Hickern has re-
mrned from China with new in-
sight into the Asian style of play-
g the game afier attendmg the
Nike All Asia Camp.

“H's more free-flowing and a
lot of three-point shooting,”” he
said.

The up-and-coming basketbal-
Jex speni a week in Beijmg where
he participaied m skills sessions
and games and also benefited
from traming by 1op coaches.

A nsing star in jumor basket-
ball, Hickent's selection for the
camp is the latest in a Jong Bst of

achievements for the Bunbury
teenager who was noted for his
strong performance &t this year's
Under-18 Australian Basketball
Championships in Termgal, New
South Wales.

He was mviled (o attend the
2010 National Development
Camp at the Australian Institute
of Sport on the back of hus efforts
al the nationals,

It was the second year in a row
the talented basketballer was cho-
sen 1o attend,

Hicken is the inangural winner
of the 2009 SWAS Basketball
Athlete of the Year Award.
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South West Academy of Sport basketballer Tyler Hickert with his under-18s teammates.

Footballers get
high profile help

FOOTBALLERS from around the re-
gion benefited when AFL. great and
WAFC high performance coach Rob
Wiley ook charge of a recent South
West Academy of Sport training ses-
S101L.

Wiley, who was joined by WAFC
high performance manager Craig
Starcevich, put the up-and-coming tal-
ents to the test at Busselton’s Sir Si-
ewart Bovell Park.

The focus of the training session was
on skills development, with SWAS
players put through drills normally
seen at a higher level of competition.

SWAS chief :xtj_wuuvc. Bernice Bui-
lion said it was a fantastic oppormumity
for the athletes to leamn from top level
coaches. *"We atSWAS are so lucky to
have Rob offering us his coaching ex-,
pertise,"" she said.

Cash injection boosts programs

THE South West Academy of Sport
received & major boost with the an-
pomncement of $796,000 mn funding
from Royalties for Regions through
the Siate Government and South West
Development Commission.

The not-for-profit organization was
allocated $220,000 for 2009-10,
£220,000 in 2010-11 and $220,000 in
2011-12 theongh the sirategic projecis

Off to the
nationals

THE South West Academy of
Spon continnies 10 prodoce amaz-
ing young soccer players, with
Rache]l Thomson the latest talent
1o be selected for a State team.

The 15-year-old from Aus-
tralind will nm onto the field for
Western Australia at the FFA
Girl's National Youath Champion-
ships at Coffs Harbour later this
month.

The event attracts Australia’s
finest junior soccer players and

It 1% no surprise Thomson has
been bard at work prepanng for
the tournament and has been trav-
eling 1o Perth three times a week
for raiming.

1 don't mund doing the train-
ing and puiting in the effort be-
canse 1love the game,”" she saad.

Which is just as well becanse
there will be liitle time for rest
when the talented athlete retums
home from Coffs Harbour.

In October, Thomson will bead
lo Singapore o play malches as
part of an wmder-17s team.

“T'm really looking forward to

playing the game over in Singa- SWAS soccer player Rachel Thomson will reprasant Western Australia at the FFA Girl's National Youth
Championships al Coffs Harbour this month,

pose,” shesmid

component of the Royalties for Re-
gions grants scherme.

The funding announced last week is
on top of the $136,000 it received in
the 2002-09 round of Royalties for Re-
IS,

SWAS chief executive officer
Bemice Butlion said the financial in-
jection would provide a boost for its

high performance programs, which
had been successful in nurturing
young sports men and women.

““We thank the South West Devel-
opment Commission and State
Government for their support of the
academy,’" she sad.

““We look forward to working with
all parties to ensure that young people

in this rapidiy-growing South West re-
gion have opportunities to achieve
their sporting dreams with help from
traming programs in their own back-
yard” .

"Butlion said regional areas had a
history of producing sporting legends
and provided a role in building strong
cormmumities.

*“The academy will continue to en-
courage young people to seck excel-
lence through sport and train tomor-1
row’s leaders,'" she said,

““We are very grateful-farthe
generous support and vision of the
South West Development Com-
mission to build better communities
through youth development.™

Netballer helps
State to shine

SOUTH West Academy of Sport netballer Ingnd Co-
lyer's slick on-court skills helped the West Anstralian
team secure a top four finish at the recent Under-17

placing,

the game,

even better,””

National Netball Championshap.

The 16-year-old travelled o Adelaideas partofithe St-
ate side and her impressive performance proved she
could mix it with netball’s brightest junior stars.

Although Victoria wion the race to the national title in
the end, Colyer said she was pleased with I'u:r team's

-

**To finish fourth at 8 national competition was a great
achicvement,”” she said.

**One of the great aspects of the chaﬂ:lpmnshlp was
that everyone was there for the same reason — a love of
ol Evm-;.-um: was so friendly, making the experience

Colyer is one of 20 up-and-coming athletes benefiting
from the SWAS individual scholarship program.
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Proudly Sponsored by

Foundation Partner

THE GRIFFIN GROUP  wonley Nlemin

The South West Acodemy of Sport
would bke to thonk The Grffin Group
for s generous support over the
past hwo yoars. Grffin's spensorship
South Wi s bean instrumenial in geting the
ﬂ-vlﬁ%—v,—rm ooooe :'dfh C ﬂi.l"!.
Thanks to its contbuion, many
Dogaetmpnt of young South Wst sports man
B ond women are ochisving i
e~ excallance in sport. 5
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